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century.  It was they who founded the uni- 'doctrine   against   the-   other   parties   to   the
versities of Ferrara and Padua.                       . transaction.  See  EVIDENCE.

Esters, or Ethereal Salts, are the com- ' Estrella, Serra da, a mountain rantre of
pounds formed when the hydrogen of acids is i Portugal, stretching some 40 m. from n.e. to
replaced by alkyls, and occupy the same posi- s.\v,, nearly midway between the Tagus and
tion in organic chemistry that the salts do in ]the Douro. It is mainly composed of cranite.
inorganic. The manufacture of soap consists I Its highest point is 6.540 ft.
in the saponification of the fats, which are j Estremadura, province of Portugal in the
the palmitic, stearic, or oleic esters of glycerin, j western part, bordering: on the Atlantic

Esther, The Book of, a book of the Old I Ocean, with an area of 6.937 square miles. It
Testament, relates the story of a Jewish I includes the districts of Leiria, Lisbon, and
maiden, Esther or Hadassah, the adopted ISanterem.

daughter of Mordecai, a Jew resident at the
court of Ahasuerus, chosen as queen in the
place of the repudiated Vashti; and tells how,
by her influence, the machinations of Haman
the Agagite, chief minister of Ahasuerus,
against the Jews were brought to naught, he
and his ten sons hanged, and some 75,000

other  enemies of the chosen people slain, I Jumna; p. 46,000.

Eszek, (Ger. Esseg), town. Yugoslavia, in
Croatia-Slavonia, consists of a fortress and
the upper, lower, and new towns. The upper
town is the industrial center; p. 34,000.

Etawah, India, chief town of Etawah dis-
trict, United Provinces, is picturesquely situ-
ated among ravines on the left bank of the

Mordecai being then exalted to the office of
Haman. Consult Driver's Introduction to the
Literature of the Old Testament.

Esthetics, see Aesthetics.

Esthonia, or Estonia, a republic of north-
ern Europe, including the former Russian gov-
ernment of Estlant, the northern part of
Livonia, the islands of Oesel, Dago, and Mu-
hamaa, and parts of Pskov and Petrograd
governments. It has the Gulf of Finland on
the north and the Baltic Sea on the west, and
covers an area of 16,955 sq. m. The climate
is generally temperate, but the winters are
long and severe. Forests cover about one fifth
of the surface. Agriculture is the chief in-
dustry, rye, wheat, barley, and potatoes being
the leading crops. The people are mostly Lu-
therans. Esthonia became a republic in 1918
and adopted a constitution in 1920. The leg-
islative power was in the hands of a State As-
sembly elected by direct, universal suffrage.
The executive power rested with the State
Head or Elder (Prime Minister) and min-
isters, who were chosen by the Assembly and
were responsible to it, Reval is the capital;
p. 1,109479.

In Oct. 1939, Esthonia became practically
a protectorate of Russia and a province of
the Soviet Union in 1940. After bitter fight-
ing Germany conquered the Russian forces
in Esthonia in 1941 and occupied the country.

Estoppel, in law, the preclusion of a per-
son from asserting or denying facts under cer-
tain circumstances, because his previous rep-
resentations or conduct have been incon-
sistent therewith. Only parties to a trans-
action or their privies, that is, those who
claim under or through, them, can invoke the

Etching-. In the most limited sense an
etching is a drawing scratched upon a metal
plate, so that, when rubbed over with ink, an
impression may be taken from it on paper.
There are two methods of etching: first, that
in which these scratchings are deepened by
application of a corrosive acid; second, the
vclry-point,' in which no acid is used.
In line etching, the beauty of line is of first
importance. In texture, the line is of second-
ary importance, the desire of the artist being
to render texture and suggest color. The lat-
ter is necessarily the more difficult, the etche?
being unable to judge of the effect of his work
tiH a proof is taken. There are methods for
lightening and darkening.
In dry-point a specially prepared etching-
needle is used. The artist works directly on
the plate without the use of either etching-
ground or acid. Etchers often make use of
the dry-point to touch up their plates.
Among modern etchers Whistler and Sir
Seymour Haden stand alone. Interest in
American etching, which died out in the
*9os, has a decided revival in the present
century. See Hind's A History of Engraving
and Etching jrom the i$th century to 1014
(1922); Laver's A History of British and
American Etclung (1929). Among the first
rank of new graphic processes is the Offset
Soft Ground, whereby the drawing is made
with a conte crayon. The very soft black
jeEy-like substance called offset soft ground
is applied "with a brayer to a cold plate. This
method has the advantage of enabling the
artist to see the probable results as lie works.
Photo-engraving plants have long been
regularly using a method of rebiting. Briefly,